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1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT 
 
1.1 The purpose of the report is to inform Scrutiny Committee regarding the work which 

has been carried out in relation to Active Travel. 
 
1.2 The report will feature to timetable of work carried out from the introduction of the Act 

through all the consultations to where we are now. 
 
1.3 The report gives an update in terms of the projects that will be delivered this financial 

year and the suite of projects that funding has been submitted to Welsh Government  
for funding: 

 

2.0 RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
2.1 That the scrutiny committee discusses and comments on the information set out in 

the report. 
 
2.2 That the scrutiny committee identifies any further information they would like to 

receive as part of scrutiny’s forward plan 
 
2.3 That the scrutiny committee notes the contents of this report. 
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3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 In September 2014, Welsh Government introduced the Active Travel (Wales) Act 

2013, which was subsequently reported to Cabinet on the 15th January 2014. The 
‘Act’ made it a legal requirement for all local authorities in Wales to map and plan 
suitable routes aligned to Active Travel.  

 

 

4.0 WHERE WE WERE  
 
4.1 The existing route maps are primarily intended to inform the public regarding 

accessing safe and suitable routes linked to active travel, these are routes already in 
existence. The identified routes will have to meet the standards set out in the Active 
Travel Design Guidance document.  The maps are intended to give pedestrians and 
cyclists suitable information so that they can make an informed decision about where 
to travel and how to get there.  In relation to this, the Council was awarded £6,000 to 
assist in the delivery of this piece of work. 

 
4.2 During the consultation stage a total of 27 routes were identified and assessed; all 

which scored the required 70% minimum threshold to be considered as an Active 
Travel Route. 

 
4.3 Electronic versions of the 27 maps along with an accompanying questionnaire were 

placed on the Cwm Taf Hub. This consultation exercise was completed by physical 
paper copies being made available within all of the County Borough’s Libraries, 
Leisure Centres as well as Cyfarthfa Museum. The views of neighbouring local 
authorities and other key regional and national stakeholders also sought as part of 
this exercise. 

 
4.4  A total of 114 completed questionnaires were received which resulted in an Active 

Travel Consultation Report being produced. In early 2016, the ‘report’, which 
included an overarching map, was submitted to Welsh Government which was 
subsequently approved and commended by WG later on that year.  

 
4.5 In terms of next steps, an exercise was carried out to develop an ‘Integrated Network 

Map’ (INM) that identified future active travel interventions which was submitted in 
November 2017. Under the ‘Act’ there was also a requirement for all Council’s to 
undertake an appropriate consultation and engagement exercise with stakeholders 
and the general public over a minimum of twelve-weeks. To assist the Council with 
this consultation exercise the Local Authority was awarded £4,000 to manage this 
process and collate findings / responses.  

 
4.6 Unfortunately, the timescale for the development and engagement on INM coincided 

with issues with the Council Website (virus) which inevitably had an adverse impact 
on response figures over that period.  This resulted in only 120 responses through 
the actual website and a further 60 responses from schools.   

 
4.7  Following on from the consultation exercise and submission of the findings / 

responses WG made the decision to reject the report and accompanying stipulating 
that further consultation was required.   

 



4.8  In response to this, in April 2018 Council commissioned Capita to provide support 
with a further consultation and engagement exercise which commenced on the 16th 
April to the 9th July 2018. 

 
4.9 The additional consultation included the following:  
  

 Secondary school show of hands questionnaire which was distributed across 
four secondary schools  

 

 Online questionnaires which was live on the Council’s Website from the 16th 
April to the 9th July 2018 

 

 Several community engagement events were held throughout the County 
Borough 

 

 Stakeholder workshops, again throughout the County Borough. 
 

 Workshops for both Councillors and associated Council staff. 
 
4.10 Following the resubmission to Welsh Government they went on the formally approve 

the Council’s Integrated Network Map submission in November 2018. 
  
 

5.0 WHERE WE ARE NOW  
 
5.1 On the 1st May 2018, the Cabinet Secretary for Finance announced £60 million to 

active travel schemes as part of the Wales Infrastructure Plan which covered a 
three-year period. On the 3rd August 2018 the Minister announced that he was 
allocating £10.36 million to local authorities for active travel schemes for the year 
2018/2019. 

 
5.2 Only schemes which were identified on the Welsh Government INM approved list 

were considered for funding.  Eligible local authorities were able to submit two 
schemes; one under the Local Transport Fund (LTF), and another under the Local 
Transport Network Fund (LTNF). 

 
5.3 Taking into account that a scheme had to be fully delivered in this financial year, the 

Council agreed that the priority route would be “the Gutty” which runs from Quakers 
Yard to Treharris.  This route met the criteria for the funding which resulted in the 
Council successfully obtaining £165,000 to finance the works.  

 
5.4 As part of a proposed regional scheme under LTNF the Council offered to lead on 

the exploration of a collaborative project focussed on strategic improvements cross-
boundary active travel networks. Incidentally, the application submitted by the 
Council was successful which saw a further £200,000 being awarded to the 
collective local authorities. The scheme focusses on improving access to the 
proposed South East Wales Metro Stations and also exploring improvements to 
network signage, access barriers and potential bike hire facilities.  To support this 
the council commissioned Sustrans to undertake the works with the technical 
support from Blaenau Gwent CBC. 

 
 



6.0 WHERE WE WANT TO BE  
 
6.1 Our overall aim is to have a comprehensive network of active travel routes that meet 

the required standards by Welsh Government, and to achieve this, the following 
projects have been submitted to WG for funding: 

 

 Afon Taf High School to Troedyrhiw Primary School - we have applied for 
£225,000 to deliver walking and cycling improvements between Troedyrhiw 
community primary school and Afon Taf High School, these will include traffic 
signal improvements, new pedestrian crossings footway improvements and 
improvements to the river walk. 

 

 Trevithick Trail (Tramroad), - the Council has applied for £140,000 to deliver 
improvements to the Trevethick Trail.  The project will include a dedicated 
Cycleway along the tramroad. 

 

 Gwaunfarren Primary School, the Council has applied for £161,000 to deliver 
improvements outside the school including the construction of a new footway, 
widening of the road, road markings controlled crossing a new splitter island. 

 

 In relation to the regional applications the Council has submitted a bid for 
£390,000. This will develop the continuation of the network signage/barrier 
study and also the development of an INM development pot to enable 
authorities across the region to bid in for development funding. 

 

 MTCBC has also bid for 4.1 million pounds on behalf of the south east wales 
region for the delivery of the Regional Transport Authority Metro Programme. 
Part of this funding will consist of the recruitment of two staff to manage the 
scheme. 

 
 

7.0 WHAT WE NEED TO DO NEXT  
 
7.1 In terms of delivering on the priorities identified in the INM over the last 2 years the 

Council have made a good start on improving the network. Moving forward, the 
priorities for development will be: 

 

 Successful delivery of schemes against INM priorities  
 

 Explore greater connectivity to wider destination development and the new 
Merthyr Tydfil Destination Management Plan 2019-20 

 

 Continue to identify schemes to enhance the INM and explore future funding 
 

 Raise the public profile and increase greater awareness of active travel via 
Council Website, social media and linking to schools. 

 

 
 
 
 



 
8.0 CONTRIBUTION TO WELLBEING OBJECTIVES 

8.1 The Active travel act and the work being carried out has a positive impact on the fivr 
ways of working. 

 Best Start to life -  Available over the next 2 years active travel routes across Wales will 

connect  people’s home to schools, jobs and their local community with the aim of 
encouraging more people to walk or cycle.  

 
Working life - The Integrated Network map will be assessed every year and will create 

new active travel routes across Wales which will connect people’s home to schools, jobs and 
their local community with the aim of encouraging more people to walk or cycle. 
 
Environmental Well Being - The schemes objective is to improve quality of life particularly 
those living in disadvantaged and rural communities by delivering safe and easy to use 

transport to key facilities and services 
 
Living Well – The schemes objectives are to deliver quality health and care services 
for the future.  Promote good health and wellbeing for everyone and build healthier 
communities and better environments.  

 
 
 
ALYN OWEN 
CHIEF OFFICER 
PLACE & TRANSFORMATION 

COUNCILLOR GERAINT THOMAS 
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BACKGROUND PAPERS 
Title of Document(s) Document(s) Date Document Location 

Active Travel Wales Act 
2013 

 

2013 Unit 5  

 

Does the report contain any issue that may impact the Council’s 
Constitution?  
 

 
No 

 
 
 
 

 
 


